GUNFIDENTIAL. 


June °%3,_ 


«wy dear sarton, 

The attaehed translation of an 
article in the “view Shanghei Life™, « leoal 
Ru. sinn organ, of June 10, 192% on “Th+ Labour 
ovement in South China® tea of sonsiicrabi- 
Anterest. If the information ocontainsd therein 
Ao true, it shovs that there i sconriderable 
orzenization anil etrencth behin! *h- moverent. 
The article ir undoubtadly internted for 
propaganda purposes and is alro:t sertsiniy 
written with the idea of impre:sinr the writsre’ 


Bolshevik friends in Rucsiee 


Yours sinoarelv, 


ie 


-_ & 


Se Barton, Faequires, Cetelies 
He He 2.e's Consul-Ceneral, 


Shanginaie 


Prorreds 


Translation of extrasts from Russ.a4 newsrvapers. 


LABOUR HOVEIENT IN SOUTH OMINA, 


Industrial di 4 The seven Southorn Provinces 
having a definite nusyber of qualifiod vwork-on are tho 
follovinss avangtuns, Yunnan, ‘ultien and the so oalled 


Ponglish® vort Tonatonr, seizod by the “nelish for  o>fuw 
burned there by Chineso and tho iiccao Port simply stolen 
by the vorturmucse. ‘he largo labour centros in ‘vangtunsg 
arc Oanton with a considorablo rumhor of towns surrorilins 
1t nnd then ilonmirong ani aces. 

Aa no statistios has boon maintained in Centon up +o 
tho nregsont time 41+ is -rery difficult to ostimato tho 
rrumbor of work:en ongagod in a} wort-shops, fasctorios, 
mills an onrrontor shons. "hs most ora “inont Isaders of 
the labour movoenont have Been studying to mattor for a 
long tims and havo vory little imowlodgs of the numter of 
workmen: thoy sotinate the number “apvrox~im:- toly"® fro: 
BIG 40 4°) thousand, 

In slonzkong, sccording to tho strterent of inbour 
unions thors ors about 999.99) labourer: and in Masco 
also “ approxinrtoly” about 60.99. labourers. 

Labour situation in “vengtunes As reg-rds the labour 
situation @urins the rast oo yerrn it ts nocossery to 
nots two roriois vary much dif?fore :t on> from the other: 
the time when power was hold b ae Nwangse reactionarios 
and the time of Sun's and Chon Sevornrents. Tho first 
period »xy be described as tho ant anys of the old and 
nnoiont wild of brotherly unific tion betvoon 1: bourors 
and pm «tore ant the end of the former’: scarch for their 
releaso tira: slavcry. Tho se00n1 porto? 's a time of 
the labourors’ ro’case from tho chains of "brotherly® 
ui-ds and the farm:ition, through tho nssistanco of the 
ra piglet 5 tbl de of thoir orm vuypo'y inbour lg Rn a a 
this havin~ been rendore®* easy mninly by the return 
Republican rule 

The labourers’ situation at *he time hon the Xwang:e 
rernotionarios wore in power was one of vory reat 
aiffioulty. Having no organizcticn of their own except 
secret oircles or olubs, which ore wnablo, owing to 
atrLot volion roezmulation:, to »seist thse labourors ruoh 
and which hol to submit to extensive exvicitation, whilst 
evory rttempt «t protest va3 suppressed by tho authoritirs 
at tho outsot. Dorplsts dovrenasion ond fenr of the 
Faymgse reectiourriss reimo' an mest 21lmo-t all ranks 
ri tho labswr population, and evon s*'illel workmen, thouch 

“rs consctovs san of reat use to the avuthoritios, seldom 
Aoned to poise thoir voise. 

Sinos the oxnulsion of the ro .otionariecs from Canton 
by 3un and Chen, the labour masses for tho first tire 

ter the Novalution beran\ to brecthe moro freely and 
formed their on “reanis: ttions and to start an onen 
economic struggs - 74th the masters, Tho chxngo in the 
siturtion following woen the ex~ulsio: of tho reactionari os 
vas, hovcvor, so romarkable that the majority of tho 
labour leadors at first becare absolutely be iderod 
and used their energy to mako the vorition of 3un's 
4 vermmont secure, considcring it x3 fhoir om Government, . 
that is one destined to protest labour interests. 

The “holidey® spirit resulting from their release fron 
tho yoke of tho Kwangsge r-actionaries ade a large mmber 
of workmen to forget their roeocent troubles and they feil 
a easy prey to bourgeois provocation which made clever 
uso of this spirit. laboureres voluntarily causocd 
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refusing 211 increase se VWAzOS » 


s0 doing they 
*rovince, which had 


This state of affairs 
continued for several months until the “noliday" spirit 


iasted and then the worlaen were forced to thin’: seriously 
over their econanic rosition. 


Growth of labour or izations: A change in the politicel 
situation cnabied the workmen to form the om 


or that profession convenes « 


to form a wmited asscsietim 
with its own premises, the members’ fees bei from 19 to 


29 scents per month, with an elected committees! in the Gase 
of barbers 50 men and printers 10 persons). Tho articles 

of an associntion co rtain several paragravhs on the rights 
of members of the umion ana in some erticles even the eins 
of the society aro ordinarily expressed in a Pew words, viz: 
"Mutual assistance”. Such unions of various trados amd 
professions were founded in a comparatively short time to 
the number of 70 in Canton over 180 in Hongkong, about 6 
SO in Fashan, about 50 at Sniao-chow, and at <‘o >. 
Tumking, Swatow end Macao about 70 unions. The total mmbor 
of lobour organtzations in iwangtung, Honcekeng and Macao 


4 bcor for*wnion-organization"™ was croated and thers 


ormetion of purely labour 
hed been artificially 
suppressed by the Kwangse reactionaries. Therefore, when 


single profession 


> 
matters soon became normal and many of the organizations 
were volunterily @Qissolved, whilst othors united themselves 
into one body and finally towards the ond of 1921 the desire 
Was manifest for stabie organizations to improve their 
internal management, organization, committoes, etc. 

The striko movement With the growth and formation of 
labour organizations 6 labourers wore prevaring for an 
intonsivo struggle with the masters. Soon afterwards tho 
movement started and althoush at Pirst the labourers acted 
individually, their demands soon became uniform and were 
more persistent. The domands were wrainly for an increase 
of wages, inprove:-ent of food supplied and of the advelling 
Premises, roacognition of their umions, through which 
workmen were to be eraployed and dis -issed and Taary othor 


The second half of the year 1927 was remarkabls for tho 
mumber of “aggressive” strikes, which involved in Canton 
alone over 30 professions affecting over 50,700 persons. 
Nome of the strikes at that period lastez a long time. The 
workmen obtained increases of from 80 to 59 percent and 
better food and treatment, whilst half of them obtained 
reduced working hours.Their main desire was for an incresse 
of pay and when this question was Pavourably decided upon, 
the labourers were satisfP&sd ani ended the strike at that, 
deferring their other domands to a more suitable opportu 
nity, that 1s to say, whon their organizations became 
stronger. 


All strikes psassea@ off in g00d ofder as they were guided 
by the unions. Accustomed to the old guiids which had 
existed for ages the wartmen transferred to their unions 
their wonderful sOlidarity and farmmess. 

The failures of the Cantonese worlmon to obtain fu11 
satisfaction in their demanda was Geused by the efforts at 
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vediation of various officiols auch 2s the tow Mayor, 
Sun~-Fo, General Chen, the Governor etc, 

Mediation was the fav cured ~ethod of the Ganton Govern 
ment which played upon labour rnovulation and the bourgooise. 
Tating advantage of its posulority tho Government played 
the part of a fire hose, Cleverly extinguishing every stril: 
at the "mest favourable opportunity”. 

The wor!men suffered the most et the hands of the notorious 
Town Mayor Sun-Foe, “henever mediation fell “nto his hands 
the vorkmen always lost half of their demands. This is the 
renscon "hy this “Republisan" (who is a pure reactionary) 

Was very populer amongst the bourgeoise and the latter 
preferred to leave the workmen to hin. For instancs the 
printers( whe heve a strong organization) won only by half 
the battic owing to his vresaure. The wor!nmen's enild-litko 
belief that everything was being dictated by special State 
considerations, was easily Played upon each time. 

It 45 also necossary to note the part played by¥ the 
Police in the satrikos, the force being under the commend 
of tho Town Mayor. Hardly a strike Passed without incidents, 
such as throwing perso :s out of premises and accusations 
by authoritics of strikers of robbery oto. 

Later on when 5um-Yat-sen was at Kweilung, the Governmont 
began to adopt a definite repressive attitude towards the 
strikers and a special bureau sonsiting of the Torm Mayor, 
General Ngal-Bai-Ping, Frank-Li eto+, was formed and entrus— 
tod with the task of "twisting" the workmen and suppressin~ 
their movement. General Ngai has openly stated thet “thoce 
bad Cantonese workmen met be restrainod”. The destruction 
of unmions then Pollowd, but the bureau was unabls to earry 
out its plans, because its members were themselves expelled 
from Canton by Goneral Chen, who, NOwevor, completed +hedv 
thoir work independently through his own hirelings: 

Lab tuatio i 3 Three years «ago when the 
KRwangse roastionaries AWangtung Province, the Hongions 
neighbours were most “friendly” with ther and this friond— 
ship was maintained with the ongkonz worlamen. (In Hongkong 
there are no European worlmon except as various Kinagd of ’ 
Ghiefs, sub-chiefs, ami*heads", an elerent,whisch, beine $ 
a faithful servant to its master oppresses the vorlanen ; 
worse than any soxploiter). The worlmen of course had not i 
much desire to appeal to the reactionary Goverrment for hein 
against exploitation and the 4£11-treatment, to vhich they 
were subjooted.in Hongkong, because the Kwangse aut::oritios 
would net dare evon to raise their voice against the Britisnhe ; 
The Hongkong labourers had a large mumber of profsssional, 
socialistic, anarchistic and conspiring organizations, whose 
activities were carried on in secret. There were somo lega” 
organizations also, such as the oid guilds, tut they only 
tended to obscure the workmen's minds. 

The growth of Hongkong labour unions also coincided with 

the occupation of Canton by Sum and Shen. The aptitude gfor 
organization of the Hongkong warkren is considerably higher 
than that of the Cantomese and the programmes of their 
unions are remarkable for the great thoughtfulness ani : 
Clarity. As with Ganton the moment tho ranks of the labourers’ 
haa b:en formed, strikes followed, the majority of which * 
ended in victory for the men, scuvulminntinse in the famous ; 
seamen's strite in which 120,000 men took part. She strike | 
Was of 2 netional character and although the Hongkong autho-— - 
ritios mobilized against them all the experience gathered , 
in the colonial treatment of lsavos viz? money, arms, poliaa, | 
volunteer detachments, falsochood, provosation, in a word 
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@ll thet is !mowm to the reactionary wilitarists,all methids 

failed and the British were compelled to give in and to 

send out their Consuls to meet Chinese worlnen and to sig 

an asroement with them. 

Labour situation in Macao: As with Hongkong, the situctior 

e@ LaBpourers In Mesa Gpends entirely upon the stato ac 

political affairs in Canton. During the administration of. 

the Hwangse authorities, the Macao labourers rere in 2 

rerse condition, than those in Hongkong: ‘he Chinese 

pourgeoise of Macao consists mainly in onium den keevsps, 

brothel Keepers and délars in opium who in co-oneration with 

& similar oleass of Portuguose, applied the whir te the local 

labourers who were helpless, tut the 4wengess suthorities 

made thoir position still worse, vith the change of authority 

in Cmton their position in Macao was altered. Unions began 

to return speedily one efter another an? about 30.990 work-— 

men joined them* Strikos began and resulted in an tuprove. 

ment of the labourers’ situztion. 

48 g800n, however, as Sun-Yatesen's position in Canton 
became wea’:, which circumstance was Pelt at once in ‘ong)-ong 
end Macao, new revressive measures egeinst workmon were 
started. The English being the more experienced peoplo 
aveited the final development of affa'’rs in Canton and it 
was only after Chen-Chuing-Ming had begun to destroy the 
unions in Kwangtung, tha the same was started in HonzEong-But 
the English so™m realized that Shen's position was weak and 
heving closed several unions ceased to do so. But if the 
Hongkong authvoties were clever enoush to vrefer and wait «~ 
few months, kmowing beforehand that if their “own"people 
core into power in Canton, they will be able to comparisate 
themselves for losses caused by the strike, the Portuguese 
acted aifferently. 

In May 192: the Portuguese being certain of the insfnent 
fall of Sum and pressed by the *"szo0d" neighbour? attacked 
not only the “territorial” solicit: tions of the Chinese, tut 
decided to end onee for all, all labow organizsetions, ty 
destroying them oompletely. The workmen in response to both 
the shepting of veaceful citizens and the destruction of 
their organizations, vent on a general strike, which con- 
tinued Por more than half a year. The Portugueso octuld do 
nothing with the strikers, though the latter were in great 
need and are starving. “he Portugues thorities becene 
assured that the democrats, whom they disliked, would nevor 
again return to Canton, and had no doubts about their victa@y. 
In reality, however, the contrary was the oaso and nobody 
at present can ontertain any doubt of the return of Sun-Yet— 
gen to Canton. The Governor af LHacac, who was newly eappointed, 
was forced to change his policy and to give in as socon as 
possible, without awaiting Sun's retutm to Canton, becuse 
4t would then have been hecessary to comply ith the first 
domandia made by the vorkmen at the time of “ms sojourn in 
Canton, and not those demands to which tho starving ragged 
and weakened strikers submitted. 

Who | been 43 influens =) our organizeti t 

ere exist sever groups o are 2 ° uence 
in ome way or another the labour organizations in Canton, { 
Hongkong andi Macao, and through them the whole of the working 
masses- The most important are the group of anarchists, the i 
Union of Sooctalistic Youth pg | active Marxian followers 
the ~utual Aid Society(of which Ts Yuen-Pei is the Chairman’, 
the Capitalists and the 91d Guilds. 
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Each of these groups hed several tens of umions and 
some of them with the change of political situation, begen 
to impose their pover on labour trganizations, but none of 
the groups were abic to bonst of complete influencs ovor 


the labour masses, Sun-—Yat-sen alone having this unfdisvutablc 


influence over the entire labour population. The policy of 
Playing between bouxcgeoise and workmen was sucsessful and 
he managed to inspire the labourers with the necessity of 
supporting the Government. Tims, ses long as the war with tho 


North contirmmed, every time that he appealed to them directly - 


or throush his representatives the labourers never refused . 
to help. But everything that was done by Sim-Yatesen to 
strengthen his infPluenose over the labour messes, was des-— 
troyed by mombers of tne Kuominstang partye Such persons eas 
Sun—Fo, Ngai-Bai-Ping, Frank-1, Wu-Fei (Chief of Police) 
and even “u-Ting-Fang during the short period before mn’ s 
defeat assured the workmen, that the Kuomingtang party was 
the enemy of labour in order to make use of them to 
strengthen thoir own authority and then to oppress the work-— 
men. The Kuomingtang party which had no large influence 
over tho labour masses, throush its repressions a month 
previous to its expulsion by Chen, began to create discont nt 
amongst the labourers and the struggis whish later took nlece 
petween Chen and thse workmen would hav> oscurred between 
the labourers am the Kuominzgtang. Fortumately, however, *ho 
Kuemingtang wore oxpelled and thus maintained fneir int iuence 
over a large portion of the workmen so that a wovement 
started by the Union af Socinlilsatic Youth for the wmification 
of a11 labour unions into ore single “ederation during Chen's 
eriod was discontimied on «eocount of the return of tho 
Suomingtang- The 91d Federation of (Van-Yung-tin) which has 
been dissolved by the workers themsclives, was revived and 
its existence sanctioned by the Governor, whilst the now 
Federation, established by Chen and his followers was ordered 
to close. The New Federation being more useful for the 
workmen, did not, however, entirely disappear because of the 
Ruamingtang oressure, but this struggle will oamse a nev 
split amongst tho labourers for some time to come. 

The -vuomingtang party dominated the workwnen in the South, 
but now it may be said with certainty that as = whole, théir 
influence has ceased and only 5 um-Yat-sen's poprularity still 
survives az7ongst the: worlmen, which will be made use of by 


the Kummingta in their own interests. 
The Mutual Ai Society: One of the prominent Canton 
organizations great influence over the workmen, 


Cy 
was the Mutual Aida Soctetg, which,after being suprressed 
by Chen-Cming Uing was revived and began its activities 
anew. Tho Chief of this organization namod Tse- Tun-Pa, who 
is the Chairman of the Society. is aiso a Member of the 01d 
Parliament, a “articipant in the First Chinese Revolution, 
the Editor of two nevspapers and one of the prominent men-— 
bers of Kuomingtang party, Ho considers himself a *pure® 
Pollower of Marx, a socialist and at the samo time acts in 
close scormection with Dostor Colbert, who has stated that ho 
4s an anarchist. The -utual Aid Society was founmied in 1920 
and has 11 branches with about 50.000 members. Members of 
the Society consist of labourers, intelligentsia, soldiers, 
officers, clerks, stuients, Goverment officials etc. 
Fourt:6n unions of labour organizations were mom*ers of 
the Sooiety and about 3O gave reguiar support to it. The 


and did not interfere in economics questions- One of its 


Mutual Aid Socicty airested the workmen's political life | 
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principal aims was the "future" control of the Fovernment 
by workmen, the abolition of the capitalistic system ond 
the realization of International Social Revolution. 

Whilst making imown their organization by fine exrres-— 
sions and striking mottoes, the iiutueal Aid Socicty in 
reality was the faithful agent of the nuominc-tang and it 
purposed to submit the labour masses ii obedience to 
Sun-Yat-Sen's Governnent- Every union, which refused t-~ 
Poliow the -cuomingtang party's instructions was cruelly, 
persecuted and was not csiven support auring a strilce. 

When Sun-Yat-sen proceeded to the North with his troons 
und occupied towns in the Kiangse Province, the ifatunl 
Aid Society was engaged in Canton in Goveloving the : 
patriotia feelings of the labour masses and advocated : 
support of the Government. The matter went so far that 
tse-Yun-°a, himself, as head of the Society, went about +ho 
town accompanied by members of his committes and distri. 
buted hand—bills from roter cars announcing the osccupatia: 
of towns. This information subssquentiy turned out to be 
false, 

With the change in the political situation the heads of 
the Society including Tse-Yun-"2 unon returning to Canton 
ocorm:enced their activities together with Dre Colbert. 
which were very slow wumtil the Ruomingtang position in 
Ganton bescere once more secure. 

If ono remembers the activities of ths ‘Satual Aia 
Society at the time o° the Gon“ersnce held by the Chinoso 
lebour orgenizations in Canton, when the Xuomingtang 
Party was defeated at the Conference, and made attempts : 
to stop the Oonference by sending representatives from i 
2) non-existing organizations to attend it, it will : 
vbecoms clear that the New Federation will meet opposition :} 
thea part of the ‘ivtual Aid Sosiety and wil? be destroyed H 
by the latter. There is information that the struggle i 
has already begun. : 

2° oup of O14 Guilds: During the Manchu Dynasty 3 
one ave captatns of the seventh Canton district z 
named Lam—-Yun=pan received instructions from the authori- - 
ties to interfere in conflicts betwoen labourers and 3 
merohants. The Captain organized a so~scalliada Industricl 4 
union which like the angel guardian reconciled the sheop 
and the wolves. Later on the Union was called the Federn— 
tion of Uniong. Only recently the Jnion had a membership 
of 15,000 members, but with the falling off of the Old 
Suilds, the influence of this organization began to wane, | 
bat during the regime of the Kwangse reactionaries it 
exercised great influence. Such coe -anizations as the 
labour union of silk manufacture, the union of blackwood 
furniture makers’ are still members of that institution. 
But the labour arganization: are gradually quitting it 
to join puro labour institutions and none of the new 
unions have joined it. BPormerly this eeganization played : 
a leading role, now it has come to naught. é 

Aneropietes The Ganton or, in other words, the Southam 
group chists has been in existence a long time. It 
hes as members the league of advanced professions and a 
very limited mmber ef workmen. After working torether 
for so iong a time, the members of this group are vory 
friendly towards one another. The majority of its members 


> 
being workers of the *irst revolution, the group of 
amarchists took deep root with labour masses and hed its 
mombers a better understanding of their oun ideas, their 
infiuensce would have been extremely strong ard dangerors. 


pe hte ern me 


In Canton the strong unions such as the union of merchants, 
the umion of mcsons, shoe makers, barbers, restourant 
employes stc*, were organized by anarchists. The leasue 

of umions which included over 75 unions in Canton, Toengicourg, 
Swatow and Chiaochow was also organized by them, 

The Old Guilds suffered to the advantaze of the Learue of 
unions. 

Some cf the membsrs of the anarchist gfroun wer . active in 
the Fulton Province with General Chen-Chuing-‘iing and this 
stili more increased their populerity amongst the worimmon. 
Since the return of sun to Canton the activities of the 
anerscista have become more energetic, tut the first biow 
was deait them by Goneral Choen-Chuing-—iling himself, who 
refused to assist them with Punds. Other sources that used 
to support the group also ceased their holp. General Chen- 
Chuing—ins, knowing everyone of the chisf anarochists, in 
order to ator their activities whict disturbed ¢ham, suggos— 
tod thet they should goto Europe to study, which offer wes 
accepted with pleasure ond a group of anarchists left Canton. 
Those remainins, continued their vor: amongst the labourers, 
but defeated on all sides, they could not be vory active go 
that gredually they lost their influnncos over 6he union 
after another. ‘heir only hope lay in tho repressions com- 
menood against the worlimen by the huomingtang party, but 
General Chen expellisd the latter and the anarchists Plad 
immediately deserting the unions in their charge. VYhen 
they returned, they found many umions refusing toec-operate 
with them and would not admit them into their la 
organizations- Some of the unions fell under the influence 
of the union of Socialistic ‘outh, whilst another vortion 
Joined the Old Federation. En general it may bo aefinitely 

stated that the influence of the anarchists over the 
Canton wtmions has almost ceased, but the anarchist lesdors 
heave ground in asserting that tho labourers will suffsr 
great repression at the hands of the Kuomingteang and thus 
they hope to regain their power over the oid unions. 

Union of Socialistis Youtn: reat moral influence was 
exercised ovecr tabourers by the group of iiarxian followers 
together with the newspaper "*Scciel", which has now been 
suspended. Surrounding itself with the best educated people, 
tho group carried out a serious prepaganda amongst. the work— 
men, yet it was unabis to unite the labnour unions or to 
concentrate their forscos, only <« few unions were under its 
direst influence. “he programme plenned by the group is, 
however, successfully being carried out vy the Union of 
Sootalistic Youth with many Harxian followers as members. 

The activities of the wion of Socinlistio Youth -reatly 
Gdevoloped amongst workmen at thse time when Chen-Chuinge!iing 
was in power, for the fabcur masses began to realize the 
futility of relying upon any of the governors to protest 
their interests, as had been promissd so often. 

The result of the activity of the Unicon of Socialistio 
Union was the formation of a New Labour Federation which at 
Present includes over 200 united unions. In reality this 
unification was effected by the vorimen themselves, with 
the Union helping them in various ways. The O14 Federation , 
being cut of piace was dissolved by the worlmen. Tims after 
many hard offorts the Canton iabourers had their own way and 
began to look with more courage on their future. They then 
took steps to wify the wumions in other Pr-vinces. But e 
new development in the political situation viz: Chen's expul_ 
sion and Sun's return, altered matters. With the roturn of 
the Huomingtang to Oanton, the national militaristic party, 
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